Mom’s Favorite Songs of Faith and Inspiration
One of benefits of commuting to work is that I am able to listen to beautiful music. The music recently has more and more been songs of faith and inspiration. I’m sharing these hymns with you as a way of sharing my faith journey. There’s a little bit country, no rock ‘n roll, and some gospel as well as traditional hymns. If any of these inspire you, great. If not, at least you know a little more about the hymns of your faith and a little more about your mother!
1.”Here I Am, Lord” This is a favorite hymn of the congregation of the Gay Street United Methodist Church, and it has become a favorite of mine also. When it is sung in church, the congregation’s yearning to live up to the words is palpable.

2. “Morning Has Broken” This is my most favorite hymn. It sings of the things I most enjoy about gardening: promises of new growth; birds singing; connection with the earth; multiple opportunities for praise; and the assurance that if flowers are so beautiful and inspiring, then what must Heaven be like?

3. “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” This song speaks to what all of us experience – troubles, doubts, and grief, and what we need to know – that we are never alone. Of course, it doesn’t hurt that it’s sung by Clay Aiken!
4. “Farther Along” ‘Cheer up, my brother…we’ll understand it by and by.’  Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris, and Linda Ronstadt sing about our doubts and confusion about why things happen. I find this song very comforting.

5. “Children Go Where I Send Thee” This is just a fun song that summarizes some of Christanity’s key events.
6. “Uncloudy Day” Willie Nelson describes what Heaven is like. Sounds pretty good to me!

7. “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” This is a toe tapper by Merle Haggard, who asks Jesus to hold his hand through each day. This is VERY country but no less inspirational!
8. “Wings of a Dove” This song by Randy Travis describes how ‘God’s love is sent down on the wings of a snow white dove.’ A wonderful version of the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives…
9. “If I Could” This is a Barbara Streisand tear jerker. It’s about the yearning of every mother to provide the best for her children. The problem is that we mothers are not perfect and neither is the world into which we send you. I hope you can feel my experience and love in this song.
10. “Somebody Bigger Than You or Me” What 60’s child doesn’t know that Elvis Presley was first and foremost a singer of gospel. This song reminds me of a caring God.
11. “Farther Along” This is Elvis’ rendition. We can’t get enough of this message.
12. “So High” This gospel song cheers me up and has me tapping the steering wheel as I’m driving. You can’t help but get involved in the crescendo of increasing cacophony of  instruments, voices, and clapping.
13. “By and By” This is another gospel song that reassures us that we’ll understand God’s plan ‘by and by’.
14. “Crying in the Chapel” Elvis is actually crying happy tears because he has found contentment and community in the church’s chapel. This is how I feel when I attend Sunday services in the Methodist chapel. It’s small, you’re physically close to the altar, you can make eye contact with the minister, and you have to sit close to the person next to you.
15. “To God Be the Glory” Many times we are so busy asking, we forget to give thanks. This is a wonderful song of praise.
16. “Trust and Obey” The advice of this hymn is central to loving Jesus. ‘In fellowship sweet, we will sit at his feet’…so how can we not trust?
17. “Just As I Am” I first heard this hymn at the funeral of Paula’s father, Bill Young. I was taken by the premise, and promise, of these words.  Imperfect as we are, we are loved and invited to be with Christ. I feel that encountering this hymn was a gift. Thank you, Bill!
18. “Open My Eyes That I May See” ‘Thy will to see’ – this is an invitation to the Holy Spirit to illumine us, lead us, so we will do God’s will.

18. “Our Prayer” Josh Groban and Charlotte Church sing this prayer – a prayer that I would pray for you children every night…if I could remember the words! But be comforted that you are always in my prayers, humble as they are.
Love,

Mom
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